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t’s hard not to get excited about baseball season. America’s favorite
pastime not only conjures up thoughts of home runs, hot dogs and
seventh-inning stretches, but for Wisconsinites, it’s also about
the summer sun. After months and months of hard winter, baseball
1s the warm light at the end of a very cold, long tunnel. But that’s
talking professionals. It’s a whole new ballgame for boys™ high

school baseball in Wisconsin.

Interscholastic Athletic
Association (WIAA) spring season starts at
the end of March. And even though March
20 is technically the first day of spring, in
Wisconsin, it doesn’t necessarily mean

The Wisconsin

green grass and warmer climates. It comes
as no surprise to locals that snow and chilly
rain are commonplace this tme of vear,
Sure, ice might make it a little easier to
slide into home, but lets be serious. Baseball
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certainly isn’t a cold-weather game. Wisconsin
springs create an increased opportunity for
injuries and aren’t always conducive for
players to perform at their peaks. Bu
schools aren’t in operation over the summer,
50 what's a warm-weather sport to do? To
find out, we must travel back in time to the
age of peace, love and hippies—the 60s. It
was then that the baseball powers-that-be
took one season and expanded it to two.
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Prior to 1965, the WIAA had one boys’
high school season in the spring. Some
schools felt justice could not be done for
this sport in the few allotted weeks, espe-
cially given the havoc wreaked by chilly
Wisconsin spring weather. As more com-
plaints rolled in, a questionnaire was rolled
out to participating schools to determine the
necessity of an additional summer season
Results showed considerable interest in
adding an extra season, and in 19635, 42
Wisconsin schools threw out the first pitch
under the summer sun. While it was a good
turnout, it was a far cry from the 94 that
professed an initial interest.

Two Seasons Equal Two State Champs

Fast forward to present dav and the two
current WIAA high school baseball sea-
sons: spring and summer. While a majority
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